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Portrait of Anne Zahalka at the Jewish Museum of Australia. 
Photography by Ben Dowd, Dazey Studio, 2026.

Installation views of ZAHALKAWORLD: an artist’s archive at 
the Jewish Museum of Australia. Photography by Ben Dowd, 
Dazey Studio, 2026.

Naarm/Melbourne, Australia: ZAHALKAWORLD: an artist’s archive is now open at the  
Jewish Museum of Australia: Gandel Centre of Judaica. A Museum of Australian Photography 
(MAPh) touring exhibition, this major survey of Anne Zahalka’s four-decade career presents 
iconic photographs, new commissions and previously unseen material from the artist’s personal 
archive in a powerful new context. 
 
Drawing on personal and family histories, Anne Zahalka explores identity, memory, migration 
and belonging through photography, installation and archival material. As the daughter of 
a Holocaust survivor, she examines the complexities of Australian identity with intelligence, 
humour and compassion, revealing how individual stories intersect with broader cultural and 
social narratives. 

Structured around five themes, Nature, People, Gesture, Memory and Archive, the exhibition 
brings together photography, installation and archival material, including personal objects, 
letters, diaries and family memorabilia exhibited publicly for the first time. Together, these works 
offer an intimate insight into Zahalka’s creative process, revealing how personal stories intersect 
with broader cultural, social and environmental narratives.
 

ZAHALKAWORLD: an artist’s archive  
A Museum of Australian Photography (MAPh) touring exhibition 
11 June 2026–24 January 2027



 
Exhibition highlights
 
The Melbourne presentation features new commissions and site-specific interventions that 
deepen the exhibition’s exploration of identity, memory and belonging, while reflecting the unique 
context of the Jewish Museum of Australia. 

– The Bondi Bathers (2026): A new edition of The Bathers honours the Jewish Hakoah 
swimming club in pre-war Vienna, where Zahalka’s mother was a competitive swimmer before 
fleeing Europe for Australia. Artist Anne Zahalka explains: “This revision of my original Bathers 
came from a desire to recognise Jewish identity within one of my most iconic image and  
to acknowledge the community in Bondi following the tragedy that took place there on  
14 December 2025. It also serves as a reminder of our strength when we come together.”

– Portrait of the Artist, Nina Sanadze (2026): A new portrait of Melbourne artist Nina Sanadze, 
whose preservation of flowers left at the Bondi memorial site became, in Zahalka’s words,  
“a monument of love, support and compassion” for the Jewish community and the victims of the 
attack. 

– The Kunstkammer: Artist’s Studio & Archive is an immersive recreation of Zahalka’s studio, 
bringing together family memorabilia, letters, diaries and personal objects that trace her Czech- 
Viennese Jewish heritage and her family’s story of displacement.

Why this exhibition matters right now 
At a time when conversations around identity, belonging and cultural memory are more urgent 
than ever, ZAHALKAWORLD offers a timely reflection on Australia’s evolving identity through 
Anne Zahalka’s distinctive artistic lens. Sidra Moshinsky, Director and CEO of the Jewish 
Museum of Australia, said:“At each venue, this exhibition takes on a different resonance 
through its connection to place. At the Jewish Museum of Australia, Anne Zahalka’s work 
invites us to consider how her perspective as a first-generation Australian, the daughter of a 
Jewish Austrian Holocaust survivor and a Catholic Czech father, has shaped the way she sees 
Australia, identity and belonging. That perspective gives renewed meaning to familiar images, 
including Bondi Beach, whose story has changed so profoundly.” 
 

Hakoah swimming club emblem on the 
original swimsuit, displayed with sand from 
Bondi Beach at the Jewish Museum of 
Australia. Photograph by Ben Dowd, Dazey 
Studio, 2026.

Installation views of ZAHALKAWORLD: an artist’s archive at the Jewish 
Museum of Australia. Photography by Ben Dowd, Dazey Studio, 2026. 
Left: Anne Zahalka, The New Bathers, 2013. Right: Portrait of the artist, Nina 
Sanadze, 2026. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About Anne Zahalka

Anne Zahalka (b. 1957) is one of Australia’s most influential photo-media artists, whose practice 
has helped shape contemporary Australian photography for more than four decades. Renowned 
for reimagining familiar scenes and stories, her work explores identity, place, cultural diversity 
and environmental change with humour, critical insight and carefully constructed imagery. 
Through photography, installation and archival material, Zahalka challenges accepted narratives 
and invites new ways of seeing Australia and its histories.

A landmark figure in Australian contemporary art, Zahalka has presented more than 40 solo 
exhibitions and exhibited internationally, including at the Australian Embassy in Washington, 
the Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography and the National Museum of Modern and 
Contemporary Art, Seoul. In 2023, she was awarded the prestigious Bowness Photography 
Prize for Kunstkammer. In 2026, her iconic photograph The Bathers (1989) was honoured by 
Australia Post with its inclusion in a commemorative postage stamp series celebrating landmark 
Australian photography. Reflecting on the work’s enduring relevance, Zahalka said, “I feel it is 
a very affirming image of this community, made up of very different cultural backgrounds... it 
is an image in some ways that can unify us”. Anne Zahalka is represented by ARC ONE Gallery, 
Melbourne, and Dominik Mersch Gallery, Sydney. 
 
About the Jewish Museum

The Jewish Museum of Australia illuminates Jewish life through art, culture and history.  
Located in St Kilda, Melbourne, the Museum presents exhibitions and public programs that 
invite people of all backgrounds to connect with the richness and diversity of the Australian 
Jewish experience. Guided by the values of authenticity, inclusivity, innovation and openness, 
it inspires curiosity, fosters meaningful dialogue and strengthens social cohesion. Its work is 
underpinned by the Jewish principles of chesed (compassion and kindness) and tikkun olam (the 
aspiration to improve the world).



Exhibition Details
ZAHALKAWORLD: an artist’s archive
A Museum of Australian Photography (MAPh) touring exhibition

Exhibition dates: 11 June 2026 – 24 January 2027
Jewish Museum of Australia
26 Alma Road, St Kilda VIC 3182

Opening hours
Tuesday–Friday: 10am–5pm
Sunday: 10am–5pm

Admission
Adults: $18
A guided tour is offered every Thursday  
from 11am–12pm and is included with Museum admission.

jewishmuseum.com.au 
Instagram | Facebook | LinkedIn 
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