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Naarm / Melbourne, Australia: Celebrated Australian fibre artist Tammy Kanat unveils her 
most ambitious body of work to date in a major solo exhibition, Tammy Kanat: Circle of Her, 
at the Jewish Museum of Australia. Showing 18 September 2025 – 22 March 2026, it’s the 
latest Eva & Marc Besen Contemporary Artist Commission to be presented at the Museum. 

Renowned for her vibrant woven wall pieces and contemporary reimagining of textile 
traditions, Kanat now turns to immersive sculptural forms in an evocative new direction 
guided by intuition, ancestral memory and the whispers of female archetypes. These works 
mark a striking evolution in her practice, transforming her distinctive visual language into a 
multidimensional experience of presence, creativity and transformation. 

“As I began working, I found myself listening differently, not to the materials, but to 
something internal, and somehow older than me,” reflects artist Tammy Kanat. “These 
pieces are vessels for presence, intuition and transformation.” 

Presented in the intimate surrounds of the Jewish Museum of Australia, Tammy Kanat: 
Circle of Her invites audiences into a richly layered meditation on feminine renewal, cultural 
belonging and the power of material storytelling. The exhibit draws on archetypal feminine 
figures – matriarchs, muses, ancestral spirits – and honours their influence through seven 
bold sculptural forms that speak to memory, imagination and intergenerational connection. 

Along with archetypes, the sculptures pay tribute to the women in the artist’s own life – her 
mother, daughters, sister, friends and fellow artists – all part of a circle that holds, nurtures 
and connects. For at its heart, Circle of Her is about honouring the threads that shape us, 
the women we come from, those beside us and the ones we carry within. 

Curated by Esther Gyorki, the exhibition is accompanied by a significant new publication 
authored by Dr Paola Di Trocchio, former curator at the National Gallery of Victoria, with 
contributions from leading voices across design, curatorial and cultural discourse including 
Jo Horgan, Sally Dan-Cuthbert, Rachelle Unreich, Professor Natalie King OAM and Esther 



Gyorki. The book situates Kanat’s work within both contemporary Australian and global 
design contexts, underscoring her place as a key figure in today’s material culture. 

“Tammy’s new work is materially rich, spiritually resonant and deeply personal,” says 
curator Esther Gyorki. “It honours the threads we inherit and those we pass on, evoking 
the spiral as a symbol of continuity, introspection and transformation.” 

Kanat’s profile has grown significantly in recent years, with high-profile collaborations 
including the inaugural MECCA x NGV Women in Design Commission 2019 and a 
nationwide MECCA holiday campaign. Circle of Her promises to extend that influence even 
further, offering a deeply moving experience that invites audiences to connect with their own 
inner voices and shared cultural lineages. 

The exhibition will be complemented by a new soundscape composed by Kanat’s brother 
Grant Blashki in collaboration with Gidi Ifergan, and a dynamic public program of artist talks, 
guided meditations, school holiday weaving workshops and music up late. 
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Exhibition Details 
Tammy Kanat: Circle of Her 
18 September 2025 to 22 March 2026 
Jewish Museum of Australia, 26 Alma Rd, St Kilda VIC 3182 
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Book Details 

Title: Circle of Her: Tammy Kanat 
Authors: Sally Dan Cuthbert, Dr. Paola Di Trocchio, Esther Gyorki, Professor Natalie King 
OAM and Rachelle Unreich. 
Images: Josh Robenstone and Selina Ou. 
Bradshaw House Publishing  
ISBN 978-1-7641145-0-9 (hardback) 
RRP $45 
Stockists: Jewish Museum of Australia & www.bradshawhousepublishing.com 
On-sale: 17 September 2025 
 
About Tammy Kanat 
 
Tammy Kanat is a Melbourne-based fibre artist whose practice is driven by curiosity, intuition 
and a deep sense of experimentation. Her work unfolds as an evolving narrative shaped by 
colour, movement and emotion. Using custom hand-formed copper looms, including her 
signature circular frames, Kanat pushes beyond the traditional boundaries of tapestry, 
creating intricate compositions that move fluidly between geometric and organic forms. Her 
style is deeply contemplative, drawing from her internal world and guided by a rhythmic, 
meditative process. Influenced by artists such as Mark Rothko, Sheila Hicks, Hilma af Klint 
and Judith Scott, Kanat shares their commitment to colour, form and spiritual expression. 
 
Since beginning her career as an artist, Kanat has exhibited extensively both nationally and 
internationally. Notable exhibitions include Circles of Life at the National Gallery of Victoria, 
2020 (Melbourne, Australia); Milan Design Week, 2017 (Milan, Italy); Sydney Contemporary, 
2022, 2024 (Sydney, Australia); The Design Files Open House, 2017 (Melbourne, Australia). 
Alongside exhibiting, Kanat’s work is held in important national and international collections, 

https://www.jewishmuseum.com.au/
http://www.bradshawhousepublishing.com/


including the National Gallery of Victoria. Kanat was awarded the Richard Parker Award at 
Melbourne Art Fair in 2024 and is exclusively represented by Gallery Sally Dan-Cuthbert 
(Sydney, Australia). 
 
About Jewish Museum of Australia: Gandel Centre of Judaica 
 
Celebrating 30 years on Alma Road, St Kilda in 2025, the Jewish Museum of Australia 
illuminates Jewish life. At the intersection of art and Jewish culture, the Museum is a place 
for all people to share in the Australian Jewish experience. Tammy Kanat: Circle of Her is 
the third in a series of Eva and Marc Besen Contemporary Artist Commissions, following 
Carnelian by Yvette Coppersmith in 2023 and I Could Have Danced All Night by Danielle 
Brustman in 2024.  
 
 


